
Table 37.  Full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in doctorate-granting
institutions, by detailed field: 1993-2000

Field 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 309,940 311,583 308,052 306,851 304,696 303,777 310,174 316,531

..............Total, science and engineering fields 277,955 276,977 271,042 268,011 264,289 261,957 266,457 273,096

...............................................Sciences, total 205,903 207,114 204,853 203,605 199,988 198,087 199,986 202,127

...............................Physical sciences, total 30,044 29,492 28,313 27,404 26,351 25,943 26,183 26,104
.................................................Astronomy 848 953 871 854 768 787 808 823

..................................................Chemistry 16,849 16,765 16,370 16,116 15,616 15,446 15,634 15,380
......................................................Physics 12,204 11,573 10,875 10,258 9,809 9,558 9,561 9,706

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 143 201 197 176 158 152 180 195

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 10,878 10,951 10,782 10,311 9,987 9,992 10,049 10,114
...............................Atmospheric sciences 978 981 956 977 964 854 791 842

.............................................Geosciences 5,808 5,778 5,609 5,396 5,224 5,046 5,093 5,129
...........................................Oceanography 2,130 2,263 2,183 2,038 1,924 2,005 2,074 2,117

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 1,962 1,929 2,034 1,900 1,875 2,087 2,091 2,026

................................Mathematical sciences 13,906 13,563 12,809 12,405 11,619 11,150 11,200 11,173

.....................................Computer sciences 16,079 15,641 15,470 15,908 16,809 18,129 20,267 23,282

...................................Agricultural sciences 9,074 9,110 9,176 8,883 8,682 8,545 8,648 8,644

.............................Biological sciences, total 44,689 46,271 46,501 45,908 45,127 45,174 45,287 45,363
....................................................Anatomy 913 922 904 950 942 868 844 884

..............................................Biochemistry 5,114 5,184 5,174 4,955 4,782 4,846 4,778 4,696
......................................................Biology 8,787 8,862 8,691 8,687 8,955 8,712 8,591 8,498

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 1,990 2,056 2,093 2,162 2,005 2,583 2,581 2,541
.................................................Biophysics 755 770 800 807 728 707 681 717

.......................................................Botany 2,351 2,345 2,146 2,128 2,049 1,989 1,949 1,888
................................................Cell biology 3,250 3,653 3,796 3,795 3,779 3,855 4,072 4,213

.....................................................Ecology 1,040 1,187 1,276 1,239 1,156 1,179 1,220 1,210
...........................Entomology/parasitology 1,039 1,066 1,041 1,027 995 1,000 971 979

....................................................Genetics 1,640 1,553 1,572 1,605 1,620 1,579 1,620 1,590
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 4,559 4,653 4,627 4,484 4,365 4,370 4,471 4,498

.....................................................Nutrition 2,918 3,078 3,280 3,302 3,137 2,984 2,985 2,983
..................................................Pathology 1,264 1,359 1,350 1,339 1,418 1,327 1,351 1,288

...........................................Pharmacology 2,505 2,681 2,539 2,510 2,461 2,550 2,551 2,591
.................................................Physiology 2,220 2,221 2,376 2,217 2,102 1,990 1,876 1,851

.....................................................Zoology 1,665 1,648 1,679 1,566 1,452 1,364 1,322 1,270
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 2,679 3,033 3,157 3,135 3,181 3,271 3,424 3,666

..................................................Psychology 28,779 29,050 28,977 29,301 29,485 29,015 28,726 28,562

...................................Social sciences, total 52,454 53,036 52,825 53,485 51,928 50,139 49,626 48,885
..............................Agricultural economics 1,945 1,914 1,962 1,781 1,718 1,670 1,685 1,777

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 5,332 5,718 5,662 5,866 5,626 5,549 5,611 5,456
................Economics (except agricultural) 9,803 9,675 9,429 9,262 8,566 8,312 8,123 8,330

................................................Geography 2,779 2,861 2,765 2,781 2,751 2,693 2,607 2,480
.................................................Linguistics 2,447 2,420 2,382 2,433 2,332 2,196 2,107 2,037

.........................................Political science 17,001 16,544 16,132 16,177 15,549 14,920 14,811 14,665
...................................................Sociology 6,200 6,319 6,308 6,219 6,224 5,962 5,881 5,798

.............................Sociology/anthropology 613 644 617 590 631 608 514 521
...............................Social sciences, n.e.c. 6,334 6,941 7,568 8,376 8,531 8,229 8,287 7,821

..........................................Engineering, total 72,052 69,863 66,189 64,406 64,301 63,870 66,471 70,969
...............................Aerospace engineering 3,227 2,967 2,668 2,545 2,505 2,544 2,623 2,740
..............................Agricultural engineering 835 879 859 799 748 756 767 706
...............................Biomedical engineering 2,234 2,246 2,277 2,281 2,411 2,475 2,708 2,841

.................................Chemical engineering 6,055 6,100 5,953 5,909 5,773 5,597 5,571 5,843
..........................................Civil engineering 12,041 12,220 11,829 11,420 11,083 10,807 10,927 11,536

..................................Electrical engineering 19,808 18,839 17,684 17,474 18,366 18,865 19,627 22,059
....................................Engineering science 1,395 1,343 1,241 1,054 1,016 1,111 1,027 1,086

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 5,757 5,779 5,191 5,026 4,976 4,746 5,361 5,967
..............................Mechanical engineering 12,223 11,745 11,036 10,567 10,306 9,953 10,220 10,776

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 4,271 4,119 3,896 3,718 3,679 3,711 3,545 3,588
....................................Nuclear engineering 1,070 997 883 771 708 662 641 660

......................................Engineering, n.e.c. 3,136 2,629 2,672 2,842 2,730 2,643 3,454 3,167

...........................................Total, health fields 31,985 34,606 37,010 38,840 40,407 41,820 43,717 43,435
.................................................Clinical fields 2,048 2,190 2,171 2,234 2,410 2,374 2,537 2,702

.............................................Dental sciences 1,058 1,078 1,150 1,178 1,290 1,284 1,226 1,301
..........................................................Nursing 6,135 6,935 7,380 7,395 7,700 7,485 8,106 7,646

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 2,119 2,175 2,138 2,214 2,219 2,197 2,521 2,680
........Preventive medicine/community health 5,254 5,350 5,880 5,730 5,701 6,496 6,849 6,191

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 6,329 6,722 6,748 7,183 7,422 7,532 7,744 7,834
.......................................Veterinary sciences 734 741 772 783 1,028 1,048 1,052 1,154

.........................................Other health fields 8,308 9,415 10,771 12,123 12,637 13,404 13,682 13,927

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in 
Science and Engineering 


